Ursuline Presence in Calgary, AB by (Author)
PAGE 1 OF4 
Ursuline Presence in Calgary 
In 1921 Rt. Reverend J.T. McNally, Bishop of Calgary applied to Reverend Mother Clare 
Gaukler , Superior General of the Ursulines of Chatham , Ontario in the Diocese of London , for 
the Sistrers to establish a foundation in his diocese. Although Mother Clare would gladly have 
acceded to the Bishop's wishes, she could not obtain permission from the Bishop of London, 
Rev. Michael Francis Fallon, to start a foundation in another diocese. Mother proceeded to look 
around for some other Community who might be able to assist. Two Ursulines from Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania, Mother Angela Sidley and Mother M. Of the Angels Weber responded to the 
appeal for the mission in the West. Mother Clare gave them every assistance and agreed to send 
two Sisters from the Chatham community, M.M. Regina McNamara and M.M. Helena Mason. 
to Calgary. 
Shortly after this, the Sisters were joined by Miss Ena Pleasance, a postulant fror:tl The 
Pines, Chatham and Miss Evelyn Dolan of Toronto, who decided to travel West as a prospective 
Postulant. According to a newspaper account entitled Calgary Ursulines February 2, 1922, 
Ena Pleasance was received into the community and given the name, Sister Mary Magdalen. 
"She was the first novice received into the only English-speaking novitiate in the West" 
Mother Clare then sent two more Sisters from the Chatham Community, Mother St. 
Roch Fessard fllld Mother Stella Neagle were also sent to Calgary in those early years. Mother 
Angela Sidley died December 10, 1922. And Mother St. Roch succeeded her as Superior. 
In September the Sisters welcomed two boarders, They were Angel Shaw and Catherine 
Fears. Both later entered the Ursuline community. Angel became known as Mother Theresa 
Shaw and she became a Music teacher both in Calgary and Windsor Ontario. Catherine, as Sister 
Auigustine left the community many years later. Miss Florence McNichol entered the Ursuline 
Sisters in Calgary, as a teacher. After a year she and Miss Dolan left the community. Miss 
Dorothy Meyer, later known as Mother Angela joined the community and became a devoted 
teacher and very gifted in 
Art. Sister Mary Magdalen became very ill and was hospitalized in Holy Cross Hospital . Two 
more Sisters were sent from Chatham to help with struggling community, Mother Joan of Arc 
who was a Music teacher and Mother Sheila O'Hara, who helped in the house and taught the 
novices. Mother Sheila did have surgery in Calgary and was later admitted to the Mayo Clinic, 
however, she died in October 1925. Mother Stella Neagle was made Principal both of St. Anne's 
and Holy Angels Catholic Schools in the early days. after the Calgary foundation took root. 
Through the years, several young women of the Calgary area entered the community of 
St. Ursula .. Mother Angela Quinn of Austria and Mother Felicitas Deitl of Cologne , Germany 
also joined the group and they later became members of the Chatham, Ontario 
Ursulines. Mother Felicitas is remembered as a German Porfessor of Brescia College, London, 
Ontario and Mother Angela Clare held the position of Principal of Ursuline College, Chatham for 
many years 1946-1954. During those years, it was a Boarding and secondary schooL 
Many international students registered at "The Pines" over the years. The foundation of the 
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school was solid and it continues as a co-educational secondary school presently under the 
supervision of the Kent County Catholic School Board .. 
In 1929, Mother Lucy was sent to Calgary to take charge of the Music School and to be 
Mistress ofNovices .. 
Through the years most of the Ursulines spent time teaching summer school Catechetics. 
in various areas of Alberta.. Whenever Bazaars were held in the various parishes where the 
Sisters worked, they would contribute pies and tarts and articles they had made. 
The Ursuline Music School was large snd very effective. Gifted Musicians included 
Mother St. Edwin Walker, Mother Elizabeth Therese Eagles, Mother Marguerite Egan, and 
Mother Maureen McCaffrey and Mother St. Philip Major. 
After 1934, all who came to join the Ursuline Sisters, would travel to Chatham 
for their Novitiate years of training. Over the years changes in the program were made .. At the 
present, the number entering the Community is greatly diminished.. No longer are we able to 
staff as many schools as in the past, however, in the areas, where we still live, our ministries are 
similar to the past . 
. 
In 1925, Tryphonia Sullivan, later Sister Mary Agnes,ofCalgary entered the Calgary 
community. In 1927, Miss Frances Walsh, who had been teaching in Rockyford,joined the 
community. She became known as Mother John Francis .. In the same year, Vera Violini joined 
the Ursulines. 
Some of those who entered the Ursuline Motherhouse community from the West 
included, Sister Margaret Mary Kilroe, Eunice Poland, later Mother Magdalen , , Mother 
Rosemary Harrig~ Mother Rita Harrigan, Leona Henke, 1941, Lucille MacNeill. known as 
Mother St. John, Florence O'Neill became Mother Ursula O'Neill., Anna Marie Colton, known 
as Mother Anna Marie and her sister, Gertrude, known as Mother Carletta., . Cilena, (Mother 
Bernadette Maxfield), Mother St. Philip Gleeson and Mother Ursula O'Neill, Mother Mary 
Louise Rooney entered in Calgary 1926. 
In 1935, Veronica Bernadette Lewis later Mother Bemarda and Annette Audibert, Mother 
Romana entered. Rosemary Harrigan and Kathleen Sullivan entered in 1936. 
Bishop McNally noted that a large brick residence on Royal A venue, formerly owned by 
Mr. Sayre, would be a more suitable residence for the Ursuline Sisters .. It offered more space and 
gracious grouuds. This transfer was confirmed and it was decided to open a Kindergarten there 
and a Music School.and this spanned the years 1921 - 1980. 
In 1962, the Ursulines of Chatham sent four Ursuline Sisters to Chiclayo, Peru. in keeping 
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changed and they turned the school over to the parents and the Peruvian personnel. At that point, 
the Ursulines began pastoral ministry in Urranago which was an impoverished area of Chiclayo .. 
They moved to a smaller house in the new parish. 
The two Ursuline Sisters who came to Calgary in 1989 to open a new house were Sisters 
Leona Henke and Rita Miller. They did locate a three bedroom apartment in an apartment 
complex. During this period, Sister Rita assisted children who experienced academic delay as 
well as assisting pupils who were learning English as a second language. Sister Leona became 
involved in pastoral ministry at Holy Cross Hospital and at Sarcee Nursing Home. She also went 
to St. Mary's High School every Monday evening to teach English to immigrants so they could 
understand the language and speak it more fluently. Sister Rita became the Religious Education 
co-ordinator at St. Michael's Parish. In 2010, both Sisters left Calgary and moved to Villa 
Angela, Chatham. Ontario. After a period of eighty-nine years in Calgary, the Ursulines left the 
city. One Urusline Sister continues to make Calgary her home. That is Sister Elizabeth Lynch, 
who conitnues to be involved in the Hospital Chaplaincy ministry. After her chemo treatments 
she wore a skull cap.. This delighted the children when she visted as they felt that she was one of 
them. 
At this time in history, many Ursuline Sisters are working on Women's Issues in our 
Society. and lending our skills to empower women. As a community, we have been very 
involved in the establishment of Centres for Women who are victims of domestic violence, both in 
making land available for such centres and fostering their work as volunteers. In the early days of 
Chatham's Women's Centre the overflow were brought to "The Pines" with their children. 
for accommodation and were driven to the Centre each day for their program. 
Brescia University College is home of the Women's Centre for Women and the Sacred . 
The Centre is sponsor of special Circle events at Brescia - some of which are of particulaar 
interest to faculty and students -
"Remembering the Montreal Massacre" December 6 each year, and "'Voices of Women" 
a Celebration of International Women's Day in March each year. Brescia and University of 
Western Ontario students bring their energy and ideas to plan these events. "The Centre is part of 
a vibrant Women's network on Campus and in the London areas- working to raise the 
consciousness of women in social, economic and spiritual issues. Students are active in this 
network through the Centre."and serve as volunteers in it. (Brescia College Taken from General 
Information, October 1998) 
Literature and experience would suggest that the ministries ofTeaching and Nursing 
were possibly the first ministries of Religious Women's Communities. As opportunities surfaced 
and additional education was possible, other ministries were added and explored .. Social work 
with school Boards, Hospitals, Agencies such as The Children's Aid Societies, Family Agencies 
and Mental Health facilities grew. Correctional Centres have also helped expand the 
opportunities for such ministries. 
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for such ministries. 
That fewer young women join Religious Communities in the present time 
continues to limit what religious women are able to do. Age and health issues also have a 
bearing. 
Information for this report was obtained from the Ursuline Annals over the years 
1921-2009. 
Material for the account of" Ursuline Presnce in Calgary" was obtianed from the 
Ursuline Annals of Calgary 1921-2009. 
Ursuline Ministries in Calgary, Alberta 
Teaching in Homes 
Very Large, Vibrant Music School 
- Teaching in First Nation Schools 
- Sunday Catechetics 
- Visiting the sick in their homes and Catholic Hospitals 
- Taught French as a Second Language at all levels 
- Played an active role in the Centre of the FaithfuJ Companion Sisters. Speakers came from 
across the world. 
- 1992 - 2009 Sister Leone Henke, O.S.U. Archivist for the Catholic Diocese of Calgary 
-1921- 1934 Calgary was home to the first English-speaking Novitiate in the Canadian West. 
- 1983 - 1989 Bookkeeper for Religious Education Department, Diocese of Calgary 
-1989-2009 Two Unulines, Sister Rita Miller and Leona Henke moved to serve in Calgary. 
Ministries at this time included Pastoral Care at Holy Name Church, 
Pastoral Care at Holy Cross Hospital and Religious Educator Coordinator at St. 
Michael's Church. Sister Rita also taught English to some new immigrants who 
needed English to attend all English classes in the school. 
During the final yean of the twentieth century, the Ursuline Sisters in Calgary 
Co-operated in the projects of the Providence Sisters as well as the F.C.J. Sisters. 
The arrival of the "Boat People" from Vietnam presented new challenges for 
religious communities to band together to be of service in assisti.ng this group to 
adjust to such new surroundings. The Vietnamese group were served 
by Ursulines from the East to West of Canada. Contacts are still maintained. 
Service was rendered as a volunteer at the nursing home. Later Sister Elizabeth 
Lynch became the Chaplain of the Children's Hospital, Calgary. During this period, 
she developed cancer and following the chemo treatments , wore a skull cap. This 
pleased the children who were patients as they thought of her as one of them. 
Visits to the sick and hospitalized were always a ministry. 
Members of the Assembly of Women Religious fostered attention to such topics as 
"Women and Justice". Encouragement is given to the issue of women expressing viewpoints on such 
topics as shaping the future of our world. Ursuline feminists have been very vocal in such matters. 
Villa Angela Community - Calgary 
Rev. Mother M. Jerome (Jordan) 
Mother M. Magdalen (Poland) 
Mother Mary Ursula (O'Neill) 
Mother M. St. Cyril (Veness) 
Mother M. Marguerite (Egan) 
Mother M. Alexis (Callum) 
Mother Margaret Mary (Kilroe) 
Mother Bernarda (Lewis) 
Mother M. Avila (Neville) 
Mother M. Michael (Wickenheiser) 
Mother Mary Helene (Poisson) 
Mother M. St. Peter (McCowell) 
1959-1960 
Principal of Holy Angels' School 
Teaching Grades 5 and 6 
Teaching Grade 1, Holy Angels' School 
Principal of St. Charles' School 
Teaching Grades 5 and 6 
Music Teacher 
Teaching Grade 8 at Sacred Heart School 
Teaching Grades 2 & 3 at Holy 
Angels' School 
Principal and teaching Grade 9 at 
Sacred Heart School 




Sacred Heart School teaching 
Grade 1 
Villa Angela Community - Calgary 
Rev. Mother M. Clarisse (Potter) 
Mother Mary Ursula (O'Neill) 
Mother Bemarda (Lewis) 
Mother St. Cyril (Veness) 
Mother Marguerite (Egan) 
Mother Alexis (Callum) 
Mother Margaret Mary (Kilroe) 
Mother Magdalen (Poland) 
Mother M. Avila (Neville) 
Mother M. Michael (Wickenheisser) 
Mother Mary Pius (Trinca) 
1960 -1961 
Teaching Grade 1 at Holy Angels' School 
Principal and teaching Grade 9 at 
Sacred Heart School 
Principal teaching Grade 7 at 
St. Charles School 
Music Teacher 
Teaching Grade 8 at Sacred Heart School 
Teaching Grades 2 and 3 at Holy 
Angels' School 
Principal and teaching Grades 5 and 6 
at Holy Angels' School 
Treasurer and teaching Grade 1 at 
St. Charles School 
Housekeeper 
Teaching Grade 1 at Sacred Heart School 
